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The evolution of Labour to a position of independent
power took place mainly since 1918. The election returns
indicate that, like the Labour party in contemporary England,
its gain in the era between the two world wars was chiefly
at the expense of the Liberals. It is worth emphasizing the
wry circumstance that the Liberals who had first championed
the rights of labour were to suffer most from the new strength
of labour, a fate which was also clearly that of the Liberals
in Australia.

STANDING OF THE PARTIES*

Year
	Reform (later* National)
	Liberal
	Labour
	Others

1911
	36
	48
	3
	3

1914
	46
	42
	11
	1

1919
	37
	27
	27
	9

1922
	43
	30
	23
	4

1925
	47
	20
	28
	5

1928
	36
	30
	27
	7

1931
	32
	23
	33
	12

1935
	33
	. .
	46
	11

1938
	40
	
	56
	4

*D. R. Jenkins, "Policy and Strategy of the New Zealand Labor Party"
(Pacific Affairs, XII, 55).
After the First World War, Labour became less radical
and doctrinaire. In its effort to enlarge its electorate it
grew cautious, gradually severed its former ideological links
with revolutionary socialism, and laid less emphasis on the
rigid dogmas of Marxism, During the war many of its
prominent leaders had been pacifists, including its most
effective pamphleteer and cogent speaker, Henry Holland,
who was strangely swayed by the dual influence of the Bible
and Marx, Its lack of sympathy with the war effort and its
inclination to accept the Marxian doctrine that the prole-
tariat is without a country had doubtless weakened it among